Global Soil Proverbs. Cultural Language of the
Soil (ISBN 978-3-510-65431-4; US-ISBN: 1-59326-
271-X) is the newest publication in the IUSS soil
book series.

It features an impressive number of proverbs com-
piled in 32 chapters from 29 different countries in
Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, and Oceania,
sharing insights about philosophy, culture, and life
in each country.

Read more: www.schweizerbart.com

WCSS

The World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS) is
the main event of the IUSS. It takes place every 4
years and is open to all Members of the IUSS and
other participants.

During the 21st World Congress of Soil Science,
eight conferences with highly renowned scientists
and authorities were held, with subjects related to
the event theme - Soil Science: beyond food and
fuel. In addition, there were also 73 conferences in
16 Interdivisional Symposia, 75 divisional symposia
and 15 IUSS working group symposia, plus three
poster sessions and five Technical & Innovation
Symposia.

There were 4,234 registered participants from over
100 countries who with their 648 oral and 1608
poster presentations contributed to the success of
the congress.

For further information go to www.21wcss.org

22" \W(CSS

The next World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS
2022) will be held in Glasgow and will be delivered
by the British Society of Soil Science (BSSS) in
partnership with the Scottish Event Campus (SEC)
and Glasgow City Marketing Bureau (GCMB).
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International Union
of Soil Sciences
(IUSS)

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) is
the global union of soil scientists. The objectives of
the IUSS are to promote all branches of soil sci-
ence, and to support all soil scientists across the
world in the pursuit of their activities.

Soils of the World

http://www.iuss.org/



Introducing the International Union of
Soil Sciences (IUSS)

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS)
was founded as the International Society of Soil
Science (ISSS) on 19th May 1924. The IUSS has
been a scientific union member of ICSU (Interna-
tional Council for Science) since 1993; as of July
2018 ICSU will be called ISC (International Science
Council).

The objectives of the IUSS are to foster all branch-
es of the soil sciences and their applications, and to
give support to soil scientists in the pursuit of their
activities. In addition, the IUSS aims to put soils and
soil science on the global agendal

Activities

IUSS takes action to advance soil science, includ-
ing arranging of meetings, conferences and the
World Congress of Soil Science;

It provides a structure for managing the science of
soil science and arranges for the publication and
distribution of material relevant to the interests of
the Union, and its members as well as arranging for
studies in particular fields, such as specific defini-
tions, classifications and databases;

It establishes cooperation with other related organi-
zations and represents Soil Science to a wide ex-
ternal audience.

Organisation

The scientific activities of IUSS are undertaken
through 4 Divisions (D) and each Division has 5 to
6 Commissions (C):

D1. Soils in Space and Time
C1.1 Soil Morphology and Micromorphology
C1.2 Soil Geography
C1.3 Soil Genesis
C1.4 Soil Classification
C1.5 Pedometrics
C1.6 Paleopedology

D2. Soil Properties and Processes

C2.1 Soil Physics

C2.2 Soil Chemistry

C2.3 Soil Biology

C2.4 Soil Mineralogy

C2.5 Soil Physical/Chemical/Biological Interfacial
Reactions

D3. Soil Use and Management
C3.1 Soil Evaluation and Land Use Planning
C3.2 Soil and Water Conservation
C3.3 Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition
C3.4 Soil Engineering and Technology
C3.5 Soil Degradation Control, Remediation, and
Reclamation
C3.6 Salt Affected Soils

D4. The Role of Soil in Sustaining Society and the
Environment

C4.1 Soil and the Environment
C4.2 Soil, Food Security, and Human Health
C4.3 Soil and Land Use Change
C4.4 Soil Education and Public Awareness
C4.5 History, Philosophy, and Sociology of Soil
Science

Divisions/Commissions are supported by a number
of working groups dealing with specific topics.

Awards and Prizes

The IUSS recognizes the work of distinguished soil
scientists. Recognition can come in the form of
IUSS Honorary memberships bestowed at each In-
tercongress meeting of the World Congress of Soil
Science, or in the form of monetary awards granted
at each WCSS: the IUSS-Dokuchaev for outstand-
ing basic research in soil science, and the IUSS-
Liebig for outstanding contributions in applied soil
science. The IUSS Jeju Award, co-established in
2014 by IUSS and the Korean Society of Soil Sci-
ence and Fertilizer (KSSSF), given to a young and
mid-career soil scientist who has made innovative
and outstanding contributions in education or re-
search in soil sciences.

How to become a member of IUSS

By becoming a member of IUSS you will become
part of the global community of soil scientists. Na-
tional Soil Science Societies may join as Full Mem-
bers. Only one organization can join from each
country. The individual members of a National Soil
Science Society that is a Full Member of the IUSS
will be members of the IUSS. Members have rights
to attend all IUSS World Congresses of Soil Sci-
ence and meetings, to receive IUSS publications
through their National Societies and to vote for Di-
visional, Commission and Working Group officers.

N =:|)1terndatiopgl .
~rafece Decade of Soils
T 200 2004

Soils play a key role in addressing the major re-
source, environmental, health and social problems
which humanity is currently facing. To increase the
momentum of the International Year of Soils 2015,
IUSS proclaimed the International Decade of Soils
with the aim of ensuring that the significance of
soils in maintaining healthy life and environment
remains continually at the forefront of political and
scientific planning and decision making.

To this end, a number of national and international
activities have been launched including a competi-
tion for an International Soil Icon:

Other activities include a Soil Book series and a
collection of personal histories to celebrate the
IUSS Centenary in 2024.



