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EDITORIAL 

In April 2000 an Extraordinary Council Meeting (Mid-Term Meeting between two World Congress­
es) was organized in Bangkok (as announced in Bulletin No. 96. pp 5-11 ). to provide a forum to dis­
cuss and decide upon a new scientific structure, and new bye-laws as a necessary supplement to the 
already existing rules of IUSS. On the following pages, the outcome of this Council Meeting will be 
outlined in detail. 

Important changes are e.g.: the business language of IUSS. which will be only English in the future, 
the procedure for the determination of annual dues of National Soil Science Societies to the Union, and 
new voting procedures for operational units like Divisions. Commissions and Working Groups at the 
World Congresses. The Secretary-General must receive the proposals for candidates for chairpersons 
at least six months before the Congress. These proposals must be backed by a number of members. 

Please read the following texts, especially the sections dealing with the new scientific structure and the 
bye-laws, in detail, as they provide comprehensive information about the changes in our Union. 

Within the next months, the Treasurer and the Secretary-General, together with the Committee on Bud­
get and Finances (CBF) will address the National Soil Science Societies in writing, for the settlement 
of the annual contributions of these Societies to the Union. In view of this fact. I would like to ask you 
to address your National Academies of Sciences in order to get support for the payment of these annu­
al dues. If you need more detailed information on such a procedure, please contact the Secretary-Gen­
eral. 

Looking back on the development of our Union in the last decade, it can be pointed out that in 1993 
ISSS became a full member of the International Council for Science (ICSU). This fact highly increased 
our opportunities to reach out to National Academies and International Union Members, strengthen­
ing the links between soil science and the national scientific communities as well as co-operations with 
other sciences on a world-wide level. 

In consequence, we had to change our Society into a Union, with new rules, a new scientific structure, 
and new bye-laws, in order to meet the challenge of future co-operation within and outside IUSS. This 
process was concluded at the end of the Mid-Term Meeting in April 2000 in Bangkok. 

Nevertheless, the last and decisive steps still lie ahead, and it is now an important task for all of us to 
bring this new structure into operation. Concerning the financial matters, we do hope to conclude this 
process before the start of the 17* World Congress of Soil Science. The new scientific structure will 
come into force during the next World Congress in Bangkok, in 2002. through elections of new Chair­
persons for Divisions. Commissions and Working Groups. I should like to ask for your kind co-oper­
ation and help in this matter, in order to conclude this phase of our common endeavours for a new future 
of our Union. With the start of a new millennium in 2001. the Bulletin will only be published in Eng­
lish, in accordance with the new bye-laws of our Union. 

Winfried E. H. Blum 
Secretary-General of IUSS 
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REPORT 
ON THE EXTRAORDINARY MID-TERM MEETING OF THE IUSS COUNCIL 

in Bangkok/Thailand, from April 17-21,2000 

The Mid-Term Meeting was structured into two parts: during the first part, an International Sympo­
sium on »Soil Science: Accomplishments and Change in Paradigm towards the 2 Is'Century«, on April 
17-18. 2000 was held, together with colleagues from the Soil and Fertilizer Society of Thailand dis­
cussing the actual state of soil science in the international sphere, mainly focussing on two targets: 
- the scientific re-structuring of the IUSS and 
- the organization of the 17* World Congress of Soil Science in 2002. 

Thereafter, the Mid-Term Meeting of the Council Members took place, with two main goals: 
- discussion and conclusion of the new scientific structure of IUSS and 
- conclusion of the Bye-laws, as necessary supplement to the new Statutes of IUSS, which entered into 
vigour after the \6<h World Congress of Soil Science in Montpellier. France. 

In the following, about both events will be reported. 

The International Symposium on Soil Science: Accomplishments and Changing Paradigm 
towards the 21" Century, 17-18 April 2000. Bangkok. Thailand 

In this Symposium, participants from 19 countries (Argentina, Australia. Austria, Canada. China. 
Cuba. France, Germany, Hungary. Italy. Japan, Kenya. Korea, Poland. Portugal. Spain. Thailand, the 
United Kingdom and the United States) took part, with a total of about UK) participants, about 40 of 
them from outside Thailand. The Symposium was a great success, because it was possible to define a 
broad scope for the 17'h World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS), under the theme: »Soil Science: 
Confronting New Realities in the 21* Century« and to define emerging issues in soil science, reach­
ing from new methodological aspects in different scientific areas, especially in soil biology .up to new 
scales of dimensions, in which soil science research takes place. 

The outcome of this event was very important for the following discussions on the new scientific struc­
ture and the Bye-laws. 

? 



Participants of the International Symposium on Soil Science: Accomplishments and Changing Para­
digm towards the 2 b' Century. 17-18 April 2000. Bangkok. Thailand 

IUSS President Sompong Theerawong opens the Meeting. To his left: the Secretary-General. Win-
fried E.H. Blum, and the Vice-President. Irb Kheoruenromne. 
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The Council involved in intensive discussions during the Council Meeting. 18-21 April 2000. 

Some relaxing hours for the Council during the performance of typical Thai dances. 



The Mid-Term Meeting of the IUSS Council 
April 18-21,2000 

The first important outcome of this Mid-Term Meeting was an agreement on the new scientific struc­
ture of IUSS, which was approved on April 20, 2000. In the following, the IUSS revised structure is 
shown and explained in detail, for careful scrutiny: 

IUSS REVISED SCIENTIFIC STRUCTURE 

Approved by Council 20/04/2000 

Dl. Soil in Space and Time 

Cl.l 
Cl.2 
Cl.3 
Cl.4 

Soil Morphology 
Soil Geography 
Soil Genesis 
Soil Classification 

D2. Soil Properties and Processes 

C2.I 
C2.2 
C2.3 
C2.4 

Soil Physics 
Soil Chemistry 
Soil Biology 
Soil Mineralogy 

D3. Soil Use and Management 

C3.1 Soil Evaluation and Land Use Planning 
C3.2 Soil and Water Conservation 
C3.3 Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition 
C3.4 Soil Engineering and Technology 
C3.5 Soil Degradation Control. Remediation, and Reclamation 

D4. The Role of Soils in Sustaining Society and the Environment 

C4.1 Soils and the Environment 
C4.2 Soils, Food Security, and Human Health 
C4.3 Soils and Land Use Change 
C4.4 Soil Education and Public Awareness 
C4.5 History. Philosophy, and Sociology of Soil Science 

At the IUSS Council meeting in Bangkok, Thailand in April 2000 the new scientific structure was 
approved. It is somewhat different from the structure published in IUSS Bulletin No 96 but it main­
tains the concept of four Divisions with a number of commissions as is shown above. The concept of 
only having four divisions keeps the overall management structure small with the best opportunity for 
synergistic interactions among disciplines. The idea is to promote multidisciplinary working groups 
to address joint activities. The revised structure is incorporated into the bye-laws and if there is a need, 
it later can be modified by a simple majority vote of the council. The Bye-laws were also modified at 
the council meeting and are published here. The Divisions, Commissions, and Working Groups along 
with their Chairpersons and Committees are defined in Statutes G1-G7, HI-H2, and 11-12. The titles 
and duties of the Divisions are defined in the Bye-laws, as are the duties and functions of the Com­
missions. A careful reading of the Bye-laws is necessary so that changes in them are understood. 

* 



• Division 1 is the "What." I it looks at the soil as a body and how it was formed, the extent of it glob­
al coverage, and the many complex interactions and interactions with the biosphere, hydrosphere, 
atmosphere, and lithosphère. This division focuses its attention on the "what" of the pedosphere and 
the extent of its current understanding. It is the medium and experimental material that is being 
investigated. It is why we are a Union of soil scientists in a common bond of interests. 

• Division 2 is the "How" or the fundamental science behind our discipline, the understanding of fun­
damental processes. 

• Division 3 is the "Why" it is important to society. It is the application of our fundamental knowl­
edge to solve high priority social, economic, and environmental challenges of major societal and sci­
entific interest. It can be considered the applied segment of science. 

• Division 4 is more generalized and entails the transfer and outreach of our knowledge base to seg­
ments of our society where soils and soil science are frequently misunderstood or sometimes under 
appreciated. It takes the soils information generated in the other three divisions along with devel­
oping new scientific information and addresses public literacy in soil science, education, interna­
tional conventions, consequences of human activities on soil ecosystems, policy issues, food secu­
rity, history of the discipline, etc. This division might be considered the "capstone" division because 
it must integrate our scientific body of knowledge so scientists, policy makers, and those specialists 
remote to soil science may become more informed about the utility of this most essential natural 
resource at the Earth's surface. It is the scientific entity that interacts well beyond traditional bounds. 

Dl : Division 1 - Soils in Space and Time 

Soils in time and space is a Division that deals with the "body" of soil in a landscape context. It quan­
tifies pedogenic processes responsible for spatial diversity in soil cover with landscape, geomorphic 
and geographic patterns. It includes the scaling of soil morphology from micro to macro levels of gen­
eralization, calibration of morphology to pedogenic processes, and integration of this pedosphere 
knowledge with that of the biosphere, atmosphere, lithosphère, and hydrosphere. Only through the 
knowledge of morphogenesis is it possible to develop rational multiple working hypotheses of soil for­
mation, soil chronology, soil morphology, and geographic distribution patterns. Without this linkage 
there is little opportunity to extrapolate our knowledge base on soil attributes beyond immediate locals 
where it was derived. Using a morphogenic bias, it is possible to catalogue and classify the population 
of soil attributes and generate multiple-use interpretations with spatial or tabular representations using 
GIS, and other state-of -the-science technologies. 

Cl.1. Commission 1.1: Soil Morphology 

Soil is a continuous natural body that has spatial and temporal dimensions (soil cover or pedos­
phere). Primary organic and inorganic constituents are organized into secondary polyhedral struc­
tural units that in tum are assembled into vertical and lateral horizons that comprise soils unique 
to the environment under which they are formed. The morphogenetic properties that comprise 
soils are the essential elements of soil classification, interpretation, and land quality. They result 
from current and paleohistory of soil environments and in turn record many of the environmental 
signatures that result. Morphogenetic properties are dynamic and anisotrophic in response to other 
stale factor perturbations. The study of the soil cover structures develops knowledge about soil 
properties and dynamics; its permits the understanding of the genesis of the soil covers. 

CI.2. Commission 1.2: Soil Geography 

Soil geography is a study of the soil cover and its many morphogenetic attributes as a function 
of climate, geology, relief, vegetation, human activities, and history (natural and anthro-
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pogenic). It is that component of the division that serves as a vehicle to transfer soils knowl­
edge gained in C 1.1. especially as it impacts ecosystem sustainability. food security, land car­
rying capacity, human health, and the global biosphere. Different types of maps, at different 
scales, represent soil distribution covers of significance to these utilitarian priorities and the field 
of soil science as a whole. 

CI.3. Commission 1.3: Soil Genesis 

This commission quantifies the fundamental physical, chemical, biological, and mineralogical 
processes (pedogenic) of gains, losses, translocations, and transformations occurring in soils from 
micro to macro scales to explain and understand profile formation. Utilizes fundamental knowledge 
gained from other disciplines to model dynamics and processes responsible for soil behavior at the 
landscape or ecological scale. This information is integrated with that of other scientific databases 
to quantify environmental interactions under which soils formed in both modern and paleo times. 

CI.4. Commission 1.4: Soil Classification 

Soil classification is that commission within the division that categorizes the infinite number of 
morphogenetic attributes of the pedoshpere so the attributes used to classify soils permits the 
greatest number, most precise, and most significant statements about soil behavior and genesis. 
Classification systems are hierarchical so the knowledge base and interpretational inferences 
become more specific from the higher categories to lower ones. Taxonomie names are given to 
the categories and constituent classes so the relationships between soil attributes (horizons. 
pedon(s). cartographic units, generalized soil associations, soil covers, etc.) can best be remem­
bered for a specific objective. Classification allows scientists to communicate and share know I-
edge about the "body" that soil scientist's study. 

D2. Soil Properties and Processes 

Division 2 is concerned with the integration of physics, chemistry, biology, mineralogy and pedogen­
esis to understand fundamental soil properties and processes that control transport, cycling, speciation 
and bioavailability of elements or molecules. These phenomena are studied at multiple scales ranging 
from global to atomic. 

C2.1. Commission 2.1: Soil Physics 

Soil physics deals with the physical properties of the soil, w ith emphasis on transport of matter 
and energy. Major research thrusts include modeling transport of inorganic, organic and micro­
bial contaminants, fractal mathematics, spatial variability, geostatistics. computer-assisted 
tomography, and remote sensing of soil physical properties. 

C2.2. Commission 2.2: Soil Chemistry 

Soil chemistry deals with the chemical composition, chemical properties, and chemical reac­
tions of soils. Major research thrusts include: application of molecular scale in-situ techniques 
to elucidate aqueous and surface chemical speciation and mechanisms, kinetics of soil chemi­
cal phenomena: rhizosphere chemistry: organic matter structure; and soil chemical modeling. 

C2.3. Commission 2.3: Soil Biology 

Soil biology is concerned with soil inhabiting organisms, their functions, reactions, and activi­
ties. Major research thrusts are carbon sequestration, nutrient cycling, microbial ecology, biore-
mediation. and molecular soil biology. 
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C2.4. Commission 2.4: Soil Mineralogy 

Soil Mineralogy deals with all kinds of minerals occurring in soil environments especially rock-
borne and soilborne ones. Important soil processes like weathering and mineral neo-formation 
are major tasks. The consequences of transport and biological turnover on minerals and their 
relevance to soil micro- and macro-structure is studied. The relevance of soil minerals and min­
eral-organic interactions are taken into account in relations to environmental and specifically 
soil fertility issues. Specific attention is given to the use of advanced analytical techniques to 
analyze mineral crystal structure, surface properties, and mineral-mineral as well as mineral-
organic components interactions from the molecular scale up to the consequence for the land­
scape level. 

D3. Division 3. Soil Use and Management 

"Soil Use and Management" is a Division which focuses on how we use the soil and how it links to the 
knowledge base of Divisions 1 and 2 in order to ensure that soils are used and managed in a sustain­
able manner. The Division is concerned with both soil use and management in terms of agricultural 
production, forestry, grazing lands, and the broader environmental context. Activities to remediate 
degraded soil, arising from the agricultural misuse of soil or contaminations resulting from non-agri­
cultural activities are part of the scientific area of this Division. The aim of this Division is to ensure 
that through our knowledge and understanding of soil properties and processes and the distribution of 
soils within the landscape soils and soil quality are maintained and improved. 

C3.1. Commission 3.1 Soil Evaluation and Land Use Planning 

As soil is increasingly acknowledged as a scarce and finite resource it is essential that decisions 
related to soil(s) use(s) are optimized taking account of the nature and pattern of the soil and the 
socio-economic conditions at a variety of scales. Activities of this commission will encompass 
the broad activities of soil evaluation and land use planning and will include related activities of 
data gathering and management including remote sensing and Geographical Information Systems. 

C3.2. Commission 3.2: Soil and Water Conservation 

This commission acknowledges that an essential element in many soil management strategies is 
the need to maintain the quality of the soil resource through appropriate soil and land manage­
ment practices, including tillage. Frequently, the conservation of soil is intimately coupled with 
the management of surface waters through erosion control. In addition to the prevention of ero­
sion by water and wind, this commission would also concern itself with the efficient management 
of soil water through irrigation, drainage and the limitation of water loss from the soil surface. 

C3.3. Commission 3.3: Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition 

The management of soil fertility is a major activity of a substantial proportion of the world"s 
soil scientists. The inclusion of plant nutrition in the title of this commission recognizes the 
often very close relationship between those managing soil fertility and those concerned direct­
ly with plant nutrition. This commission would concern itself with the identification of tech­
nologies appropriate to the particular soil conditions and combinations of soil conditions. 

C3.4. Commission 3.4: Soil Engineering and Technology 

This commission is concerned with engineering uses of soils both in the agriculture and non-
agriculture context. Soil serve many purposes such as road beds and fill material they are shaped 
and changed for many uses, used for filter fields, sewage and waste storage etc. 
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C3.5: Commission 3.5: Soil Degradation Control. Remediation, and Reclamation 

Many soils of the world are degraded, both because of agricultural activity and through the pol­
lution arising from urban, industrial activity, and other human activities. The purpose of this com­
mission is to use our knowledge and understanding of soil properties and processes to ensure that 
damaged/degraded soils may be remediated or reclaimed and returned to productive use. 

D4. The Role of Soils in Sustaining Society and the Environment 

There is a need to provide soil science input in many policy-related topics addressing environmental 
and social concerns. This Division will provide the soil science input in the decision-making process 
and address special issues that will be brought to the attention of the IUSS especially in relation with 
the human and socio-economic use of the soils. 

C4.1. Commission 4.1 : Soils and the Environment 

This Commission will look at the soil as part of the ecosystem. Human activities have a strong 
impact on the ecosystems and the soil and environment interactions in relation to humans are 
particularly important. Soils, are a major component of the biosphere at the interface between 
the lithosphère, atmosphere and biosphere, are investigated through several international pro­
grams such as IGBP; in the same way. the soil plays a considerable role in the carbon seques­
tration (UN Convention on Climate Change) and is the habitat fora number of species covered 
by the Biodiversity Convention. 

C4.2. Commission 4.2: Soils, Food Security and Human Health 

Soils are the essential for food production in most countries. Considering that one third of the 
land area is presently used for agriculture, and the world population is increasing, creating addi­
tional pressure on agricultural land, providing enough safe and nutritious food will be an ongo­
ing challenge. Among the concerns of this commission, there is the maintenance and conser­
vation of agriculture lands, the role of soils in a changing world in relationship to human health. 

C4.3. Commission 4.3: Soils and Land Use Change 

Soils play a large role as source and sinks of greenhouse gases. In a context of global sustain-
ability. this Commission will investigate how the source/sink function of the soils can be man­
aged and controlled to mitigate the impact of climate change. Land use change is of a major inter­
est to all. what is the effect of urbanization, lost of productive land to other uses, forest conver­
sion, and other changes are of major interest and these changes will fall under this Commission. 

C4.4. Commission 4.4: Soil Education and Public Awareness 

This commission deals with how we present knowledge teaching and the development of soil 
scientists as well as anyone interested in soils from a learning standpoint and the information 
we give to create a general public awareness of soils, A well informed public is needed so that 
the importance of soils is understood by all. 

C4.5. Commission 4.5: History, Philosophy, and Sociology of Soil Science 

This commission deals with our past: it links the study of what has happened in history and how 
soils can be used to help explain the past changes. This commission is not just a record of the 
history but the use and understanding of soils information and it relationship to human devel­
opment and history. 
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New IUSS Bye-laws - Introductory Remarks 

The second important outcome of the Council Meeting was the conclusion of the IUSS Bye-laws, 
which were approved by the IUSS Council on April 21. by representatives from 19 countries. They 
are published below. They should be read to see the changes that were made. The new approved sci­
entific structure of the IUSS is incorporated into the Bye-Laws and it is covered in more detail on the 
preceding pages. 

Some of the changes will be highlighted here. Nominations for chairs are quite different from previ­
ous statutes because they now will be handled from a slate of candidates prepared prior to the Congress 
rather than during the Congress. Nominations require prior signatures of specific number of Members 
(see Bye-Laws 3. Id and further details of process below). 

1. New revised IUSS Scientific Structure. There are now four divisions and 18 commissions. 

2. The duties and functions of Divisional Chairpersons and Committees, the Chairpersons and Com­
mittees of the Commissions, ihe Chairpersons and Secretaries of Working groups and the Standing 
Committees are explained and linked lo specific Statutes of the IUSS as published in 1998. Our 
new Statutes make it easier to change administrative and scientific structure of the IUSS by a sim­
ple majority vote of Council. It is expected that over time some changes will be made of the Statutes 
and Bye-Laws to better accommodate functioning of the IUSS. 

3. Of particular interest are changes to the Election of officers for Divisions and Working Groups (See 
Staiuies Kl-4). Members can vote for the officers of one Division, two Commissions, and one 
Working Group (Bye-Laws 3. lb). With these changes, it is implicit that IUSS Members understand 
the new structure so they may contribute to the Division. Commissions, and Working Group where 
their major expertise and interests may lie. 

In the past nominations for the different offices were made at the congress. This has now changed and 
nominations will be made in advance for all officers. See section 3. lb of the revised Bye-Laws. Nom­
inations must be submitted to the Secretary General at least sir months before the congress. The 
nominee must be a fully paid-up Member (see section .le for the relevant sections in the Statutes for 
who is a Member) and must submit in writing to the Secretary General a paragraph stating his/her will­
ingness to serve. Nominations require at least 20 signatures (Faxed copies are acceptable) of fully paid-
up members (as in Statute B2. B3. B4. or B6). Only 8 can be nationals of a single country. 

You need to start putting nominations together now so that the needed number of members can sign 
them and they can be forwarded to the Secretary General early in 2001. Review the new scientific 
structure and develop your nominations for the Divisions. Commissions, and Working Groups. This 
will be the first election under the new structure and the members elected will have a major impact on 
the future of the IUSS. Do not delay. 

A form that can be used for nominations is attached. Because of problems in getting signatures from 
different countries, e-mail support for a nomination will be acceptable. It is necessary that the e-mail 
address corresponds to that of the nomination supporter. A copy of the e-mail(s) needs to be attached 
to the nomination form. 

Nominations are needed for the following: 

Division Chairperson 
Division Vice-Chairperson (Nominated by Host Country) 
Di\ ision Secretary (Nominated by Host Country) 
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Commission Chairperson 
Commission Vice-Chairperson 
Commission Secretary 

Working Group Chairperson: Nominations not needed in advance (Election will take place at Work­
ing Group business meeting). 

HISS Nominations for Offices of Divisions and Commissions 

NOTE THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL AT LEAST SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE CONGRESS. 

Office candidate is being proposed for: 

Candidate^ Name including country he/she is from: 

Attach a qualification statement to the form for the candidate. 

Each nomination must have 20 supporters and only 8 of them can be from any one country. 

Printed Name Signature Country of Residence 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

I I . 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
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IUSS BYE-LAWS 
Approved by IUSS Council April 21« 2000 

1. Definitions of the Bye-laws. 

Bye-laws are secondary to Statutes, and cannot contradict Statutes (Statute A5). The purpose of Bye-
laws is to govern the detailed interpretation of the Statutes, and set rules for subjects that the Statutes 
do not deal with. They can be altered more easily and more frequently than the Statutes, as conditions 
change or experience is gained (Statute A5). Changing a Bye-law requires only a simple majority of 
IUSS Council on a formal motion, whereas changing a Statute requires a 2/3 majority on a postal bal­
lot (Statute Ml). 

2. Divisions. Commissions. Working Groups and Standing Committees. 

2.1 Organisation of the Scientific Structure. 

Dl. 

CI.1 
Cl.2 
Cl.3 
Cl.4 

D2. 

C2.I 
C2.2 
C2.3 
C2.4 

D3. 

C3.I 
C3.2 
C3.3 
C3.4 
C3.5 

D4. 

C4.1 
C4.2 
C4.3 
C4.4 
C4.5 

Soil in Space and Time 

Soil Morphology 
Soil Geography 
Soil Genesis 
Soil Classification 

Soil Properties and Processes 

Soil Physics 
Soil Chemistry 
Soil Biology 
Soil Mineralogy 

Soil Use and Management 

Soil Evaluation and Land Use Planning 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition 
Soil Engineering and Technology 
Soil Degradation Control. Remediation, and Reclamation 

The Role of Soils in Sustaining Society and the Environment 

Soils and the Environment 
Soils, Food Security, and Human Health 
Soils and Land Use Change 
Soil Education and Public Awareness 
History. Philosophy, and Sociology of Soil Science 

Divisions, Commissions and Working Groups, with their Chairpersons and Committees are defined in 
Statutes G1-G7; H1-H2; and 11-12. The titles of the Divisions and the duties and functions of the Divi­
sional Chairpersons and Committees are defined in the Bye-laws, as these must have a degree of per­
manence and certainty. The duties and functions of the Commission and Working Group Chairpersons 
and Committees are also defined in the Bye-laws. However, their titles are not defined here as these 
should respond to the views of the relevant members and to new developments in science. According-
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ly. changes in these can be decided by Council as part of normal business, on the basis of proposals 
made by the Divisions to the Executive Committee (Statute G7). 

2.2 Duties and functions of Divisional Chairpersons and Committees. 
Supervisory. 
Their task is to ensure that the Division and its Commissions and Working Groups operate efficiently 
and properly, that they collaborate in an interdisciplinary manner amongst themselves and with other 
Divisions or parts of these, that they organise appropriate mid-term meetings alone or in collaboration, 
and that they collaborate with Congress Committees and other relevant parts of the IUSS. 

Strategic. 
Their task is to follow wider changes in relevant sciences, and to make necessary changes in the Divi­
sional structure through the Executive Committee and Council, or to address other initiatives. They 
should also ensure appropriate links and collaborations with related but non-IUSS science bodies. 

Representational. 
The task of the Divisional Chairpersons is to represent the members and component bodies of the Divi­
sion to and in Council and the Executive Committee. The Divisional Chairpersons and Divisional 
Committee should make sure that the Council and the Executive Committee are well informed, and 
that the interests of the Division are well served. They should also help in representing Soil Science to 
a wide external audience. 

Organisational. 
Their task is to maintain good contact with the Bureau and Executive Committee of IUSS and the Sec­
retary general, and to ensure that the Divisions plays their part in the general activity of the IUSS, 
including the organisation of Soil Congresses, the giving of assistance to soil science in developing 
countries, and any other initiatives. 

2.3 Divisional Structure. 
The Divisions are: 
Dl. Soil in Space and Time 
D2. Soil Properties and Processes 
D3. Soil Use and Management 
D4. The Role of Soils in Sustaining Society and the Environment 
The Secretary-General will maintain an up-to-date list of the full Scientific Structure at all times. 
Changes will be published in the Bulletin as soon as possible. 

2.4 Duties and functions of Chairpersons and Committees of Commissions. 
These are defined in Statute HI and H2. It is the function of Commissions to organise meetings of all 
types, as agreed with the Divisional Committees, to maintain contact with members, and to collabo­
rate w ith other Commissions. They should also take a full part in running the Divisions, particularly as 
Commission Chairpersons are ex officio members of the Divisional Committees. Joint Commissions 
between two or more Divisions are possible, and the Chairpersons then sit ex officii) on all these Divi­
sional Committees. 
2.5 Duties and functions of Chairpersons and Secretaries of Working Groups. 
These are defined in Statute 11 and 12. The duties and functions are to ensure that each Working Group 
is properly established and has membership of at least one Division. Each Working Group should hold 
at least one meeting between consecutive Congresses, and show a reasonable level of scientific activ­
ity. It should provide a brief report on its past and future activities, to the Divisional Chairperson(s) 
before each Congress. 
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2.6 Standing Committees. 
These are defined in Statute Fl. Council sets up a Committee when it feels that it is likely to need advice 
or supporting work on a given subject indefinitely into the future. The Committee may select a mem­
ber to act as secretary. Members of a Standing Committee may be reappointed by Council and nor­
mally serve for not more than two terms of four years each. The title "Standing Committee' should not 
be used for a short-term investigation, where the preferred title is 'Task Force', or for a scientific group, 
where 'Working Group' is more appropriate. 

3. Elections of officers for Divisions. Commissions and Working Groups ISee Statutes K 1-4.1. 

3.1 Elections, candidates and nominations. 
a) Members (as defined in Statute B2) who are fully paid-up Members of their Adhering Body can take 
part in the voting procedure. National Societies shall supply a list of names of such Members one year 
before a Congress, on the request of the Secretary General to the Treasurer. 
b) Members can vote for the officers of one Division, two Commissions and one Working Group. Vot­
ing cards will be issued to each entitled Member at Congress registration. These cards must be pre­
sented and stamped at the electoral meetings of the appropriate Division. Commissions and Working 
Group. 
c) If Members have joined more than one National Society, they must choose one of these, and ensure 
that they are registered to vote with this one by the National Society. The records of Individual Mem­
bers (as in Statute B3). Life Members (remaining from the ISSS) and Honorary Members (as in Statute 
B6) will be held centrally by the Treasurer. 
d) Nominations need to be submitted to the Secretary General at least six months before the Congress. 
Candidates shall always be nominated by at least 20 Members (as in Statute B2. B3. B4 and B6). but 
the nominating Members must include not more than 8 who are nationals of a single country. Nomi­
nations of candidates will be accompanied by a paragraph stating qualifications. 
e) Any person nominated as a candidate must be a fully paid-up Member (as in Statute B2) of a Full 
Member or Associate Member (as in Statute B4). an Individual Member (as in Statute B3), Associate 
Member (as in Statute B4). Honorary Member (as in Statute B6) or Life Member (remaining from the 
ISSS), and must state his/her willingness to serve in writing to the Secretary General. It is expected that 
candidates will be present at the Election Meeting, though this is not obligatory if they are represent­
ed by a supporter who can answer questions during the Meeting. 
f) The host country shall nominate the Secretary and the Vice-Chairman of each Divisional Commit­
tee to the Executive Committee before the Congress (Statute G5). These candidates will be presented 
to Divisional Electoral Meeting for acclamation. 
g) The Executive Committee shall ensure that there is a full list of acceptable names. 

a) The date, time and venue of the Divisional Electoral Meetings shall be published by the Secretary 
General before the opening of the Congress. The Divisional Electoral Meetings (to elect Divisional 
and Commission Officers) will normally be within the first two days of the Congress. 
b) The outgoing Chairperson of the Division shall act as the Chairperson of the Electoral Meeting, or 
in his/her absence, the Secretary-General will nominate a suitable Chairperson. The Chairperson will 
appoint two tellers. 
c) The first election at each Divisional Electoral Meeting shall be of two Members for the Electoral 
Committee (Statute K1 ). The Chairperson will call for nominations for two candidates. These must be 
present and indicate their willingness to serve, and cannot be candidates for any Divisional offices. 
They may be elected by show of hands or by ballot if requested (Statute K3). 
d) The tellers determine the two candidates who are the winners by the procedure in Statute K4. The 
Chairperson then communicates this result to the Secretary General. 
e) Voting for Divisional and Commission Officers other than the Divisional Vice-Chairperson and Sec­
retary (3.10 takes place in turn. The final list of candidates for each office will be circulated at the 
beginning of the Congress. Voters mark their official ballot papers with two names, in order of pref-
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erence. for each of the remaining offices of Chairperson for the Divisional Committee, and Chairper­
son. Vice-Chairperson and Secretary for Commission Committees. The results of the procedure given 
in Statute K4 are announced by the tellers and passed to the Electoral Committee, 
f) Working Group elections shall be organised by the outgoing Chairperson. 

3.3 Electoral Committee. 
a) The responsibility of the Council to oversee the elections is delegated to the Electoral Committee. 
b)The Electoral Committee shall consist of two members from each Division, elected at the Divisional 
Electoral Meeting, and a person nominated as Chairperson by Council (usually the IUSS President). 
The Secretary General shall be the Secretary of the Electoral Committee. 
c) The Electoral Committee shall receive all the results from the Divisions voting (3.2e), those having 
the highest final percentages of the votes cast, are then declared elected. The names of those elected 
shall be notified officially by the Secretary General and shall be published in the Bulletin and the IUSS 
Website. 

4 Intercongress Activities of IÜSS. 

4.1 Divisions. 
Each Division is expected to organise a reasonable number of scientific meetings in appropriate sci­
ence areas between Congresses, each under the aegis of the Division or one of its Commissions, Work­
ing Groups will notify the Division(s) with which they are associated of their scientific activities. 
Informal and small meetings require no notification or permission, but formal meetings will be con­
sidered official activities of the IUSS and should be notified to the Division! s). The IUSS logo can then 
be used, and the meetings will be publicised in the Bulletin and may receive other assistance, if they 
have been communicated to the Secretary General. It is acceptable for such meetings to be organised 
in collaboration with other relevant scientific bodies. Attendance at all such meetings must be open to 
all members of the IUSS. and they should be reported upon to the following Congress as part of the 
Divisional activities. 

4.2 Standing Committees. 
These Standing Committees should keep the Secretary General informed of their activities throughout 
the inter-Congress period, and should report on their work to Council at its Congress meeting. The cur­
rent Standing Committees are: 

Committee on Statutes and Structure (CSS) 
Committee on Interdisciplinary Cooperation (CIC) 
Committee on Standardisation (CST) 
Committee on Budget and Finance (CBF) 

5. Union Languages. 

5.1 Business Language. 
The business language of IUSS. in which Council and Committee business is transacted and official 
papers are published, is English. An Adhering Body may distribute part or all of the official papers in 
the original or their own language(s). 

5.2 Congress Language. 
The language of the World Soil Congress is English. The Host Country may use its own language, but 
must arrange appropriate translations into English. 

6. IUSS Logo. 

The Union logo will be used on the Bulletin and on a standard Union letterhead. This should be used 
on all material sanctioned by the IUSS. 
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7. Funding and Council voting arrangements. 

7.1 Standard Scale Points. 
The IUSS shall have a standard set of scale points (S ) dependent upon the wealth of the country in ques­
tion (Statute L3). The three scale points shall be in the ratio to each other as 1:3:5. Council shall peri­
odically review this scale, and at least at each Congress, and on the advice of the Executive Commit­
tee and Finance Committee, may adjust all scale points. The General Rate R is a multiplier that is 
applied to all subscriptions pro ram, and will be used to alter the total subscription income of the IUSS. 

7.2 Budget Negotiations. 
Each Adhering Body will enter the IUSS at a scale point S determined in negotiation between the Com­
mittee on Budget and Finance and the Adhering Body (Statute L3). The Committee on Budget and 
Finance through its Chairperson shall take leadership in securing Full Members (as in Statute B1 ), Indi­
vidual Members (as in Statute B3), Associate Members (as in Statute B4) and Sustaining Members (as 
in Statute B5| into the IUSS. The Budget and Finance Committee shall make recommendations to the 
Bureau for concurrence concerning financial matters of entry. This scale point shall be reassessed in 
the same way before each Congress. If agreement cannot be reached, the case may be appealed to 
Council, whose decision shall be final. 

7.3 Annual Subscriptions. 
The annual subscription of a Full Member shall be calculated as equal toSxNxR. where S is one of the 
three scale points. N is the number of members in the Full Member, and R is the General Rate, that is 
the same for all Full Members. 

7.4 Minimum Subscription. 
The minimum size of a Full Member is 50 members and the minimum subscription is US $100. 

7.5 Annual Budget. 
The Budget and Finance Committee shall prepare an annual operating budget for approval by the 
Executive Committee. 

8. Life Membership. 

Members who have previously taken out Life Membership in ISSS will continue as Life Members of 
IUSS. and will receive the Bulletin. 

9. Corresponding Journals. 

The IUSS may form a link with well-established international scientific journals of high reputation. 
These will be called Corresponding Journals of the IUSS. In return, it is expected that these Journals 
will be made available on favourable terms to IUSS Members (as defined in Statute B2). Individual 
Members (as in Statute B3). Associate Members (as in Statute B4) Life Members (remaining from the 
ISSS) and Honorary Members (as in Statute B6). and that the Journals will make a regular financial 
contribution to the IUSS. 
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Al the Extraordinary Council Meeting in Bangkok, in April 2000. Mr. Graham Price. President of the 
Australian Society of Soil Science presented a bid for the ASSSI to host the 19'h WCSS in Brisbane, 
Australia, in 2010. The bid documenis were handed to the President of IUSS. Dr. Sompong Theera­
wong and to the Secretary-General. Dr. Winfried E.H. Blum at the conclusion of the oral presentation, 
which included slides of the City of Brisbane and the convention centre where the congress is likely to 
be held. The photo, taken at the presentation, shows (left to right): Dr. Blum. Dr. Theerawong. and Mr. 
Price. 
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The Soil and Fertilizer Society of Thailand (SFST) 
The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand (MOAC) 
Invite you to participate in the: 

17<i> WORLD CONGRESS OF SOIL SCIENCE 
BANGKOK, THAILAND 

14-20 August 2002 
its general theme is: 

"Soil Science: Confronting New Realities in the 21st Century" 

The Congress will consist of: 
• plenary sessions 
• symposia and special symposia 
• poster sessions 
• working sessions of the Divisions. Commissions. Sub-Commissions. Working Groups and Stand­

ing Committee of IUSS 
• scientific and technical exhibitions 

Mid-Pre-and-Post Scientific Excursions will be arranged: 
• within various regions of Thailand 
• within Asia and Australia 
• with special programmes for accompanying participants 

Language: English is the medium for all presentation 

The first announcement of the Congress Programme, including a preliminary registration form, will be 
published in IUSS Bulletin No. 98 (2000/2) printed in the autumn of 2000. 

The Congress Programme was decided upon during the IUSS Extraordinary Council Meeting in April 
2000. Bangkok. Thailand. The Programme and calls for papers will be distributed to all organizations 
and parties concerning soil science. 

In general, proposals for all presentations (oral and posters) in the form of one-page summaries should 
be submitted to the Organizing Committee of the Congress by the end of April 2001. The summaries 
will be evaluated and selected for presentations by the Scientific Committee and Symposia Conven­
ers. The Congress requests the final submission of all papers by the end of December 2001. The Reg­
istration fee for the Congress will be approximately 16.000 Bahl (400 US$ at the actual rate) and should 
be remitted before December 31, 2001. Late registration fees will be approximately 20 percent high­
er. Young scientists, below 30. can pay a reduced registration fee. Authors of all papers are obliged to 
pay their registration fees before December 31, 2001. 

Address of the Congress Secretariat: 
The Office of the 17* World Congress of Soil Science 
Kasetsart Golden Jubilee Administration and Information Center ( 1-' Floor) 
Kasetsart University. PO Box 1048. Bangkok 10903. Thailand 
Tel: (662) 940-5787. 940-5707-8; fax: (662) 940-5788 
E-mail: o.sfst@nontri.ku.ac.lh http://www.17wcss.ku.ac.th 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS 
ANNONCES DE RÉUNIONS 

ANKÜNDIGUNG VON TAGUNGEN 

Second Announcement and Call for Papers 

SOILREM 2000 

International Conference on Soil Remediation 

Hangzhou, China, 15-19 October, 2000 

under the auspices of: 
the International Union of Soil Sciences 

the Institute of Soil Sciences, Academia Sinica 
the Zhejiang University. China 

The conference is dedicated to explore and discuss contemporary and emerging issues in in-situ and 
ex-situ remediation science and technology for soil remediation, specific to developing countries in 
South East Asia. The conference will provide a forum for professionals, regulators and students to 
present their most recent findings and to discuss up-to-date developments, methodology and analyti­
cal techniques with colleagues from around the world, and will be an excellent opportunity for stim­
ulating international co-operations in this field. 

Conference topics cover important aspects of fundamental research and innovative technologies for 
soil remediation, such as land farming, composting, biopiling, air-sparging, biofilters. in situ fixa­
tion, phytoremedialion and phytoextraction. Target pollutants include inorganic pollutants, heavy 
metals. POPs. oils, petroleum hydrocarbons, etc. 

Themes: 
c> Risk assessment of pollutants 
> Bioremediation of organic pollutants 
> Phytoremedialion for inorganic pollutants 
> Remediation of radionulcides 
> Metal fixation and bioavailability 
> Organic and inorganic amendments 

Information: Conference Secretariat. Dr. Yongmin Luo. 
Institute of Soil Science, CAS. P.O. Box 821, 
Nanjing. PR. CHINA. 
Tel: +86-25-322-8236: Fax: +86-25-335-3590 
e-mail: ymluo@mail.issas.ac.cn. 

For more information and an on-line booking form, please see the Conference Webpage: 

http://www.iacr.bbsrs.ac.ak/resVdepts/soils/meetings/Lsoilrem.html 
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International Conference on 

FOOD SECURITY OF URBAN AND PERI-URBAN 
SYSTEMS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

November 15 • 18, 2000 
Vienna, Austria 

As a follow up of an international conference on »Food Security« during the General Assembly of the 
International Council for Science (ICSU) in Cairo/Egypt in September 1999. an international confer­
ence will be held in Vienna/Austria. 
Scientists of different research areas will discuss the results of scientific and technological research on 
food security of urban and peri-urban systems in developing countries. 
An integrated research project between the International Geographical Union (IGU). the International 
Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) and the Committee »Sciences for Food Security« of the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) was performed through three case studies: Cairo/Egypt. Chennai (former 
Madras I/India and Kathmandu/Nepal. 
Research results of these case studies as well as further results from other scientists projects will be 
presented at the international conference in Vienna. Four topics will be discussed: 
• Sustainable food production 
• Food technology 
• Food markets and economy 
• Food safety (physiological accessibility of food) 

Programme of the conference 
The conference will be held in two consecutive parts: 
1. Scientific lectures: presentation of the state of the art in a scientific conference with oral and poster 

sessions. 
2. Workshops: Discussion of the four topics in four parallel workshops and presentation of the results 

in plenary session. 
The conference ends with a conference tour to the Urban Organic Farming System of the city of Vien­
na, which represents an important component of urban sustainable agriculture. 

The working groups will be chaired by the following persons: 
• Sustainable food production: Prof. Winfried E. H. BLUM (Austria) 
• Food technology: Prof. Dietrich KNORR (Germany) 
• Food market and economy: Prof. Hans-Georg BOHLE (Germany) 
• Food safety: Prof. Mathura SHRESTHA (Nepal) 

Call for papers 
Scientists working in the area of urban and peri-urban food systems in developing countries are invit­
ed to present their results during this international c ̂ inference. Participants who intend to give a pre­
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sentation should send an extended abstract with maximum 2 pages A4 (21x29 cm) to the Conference 
Secretariat until August 31, 2000. Guidelines for the preparation of extended abstracts are given in 
the Conference Webpage: 

www.boku.ae.at/foodsec 
All abstracts will be reviewed and considered for the conference proceedings. 

Conference V enue 
The conference rooms are located in the Campus of the University of Vienna »Altes AKH«. close to 
the city center of Vienna. 

Conference Language 
The official language of the conference will be English. 

Deadlines 
August 31, 2O00:Deadline for the submission of abstracts 
September 30, 2000: Notification of acceptance of presentations 
October 15, 2000: Final registration and receipt of registration fee 
October 31, 2000: Upon cancellation until this date. 80 % of the registration fee is refundable. No 
refund after this date. 

Correspondence and Information: 
Please send all abstracts and other correspondence to: 

B f 
University of Agricultural Sciences 
Institute of Soil Research 
Conference Secretariat Tel.: ++43-I/47654 - 3103 
Gregor Mendel Str. 33 Fax: +443-1/478 9110 
A-1180 Vienna. AUSTRIA E-mail: foodsec@edv 1 .boku.ac.at 

§*--

REGISTRATION FORM 

0 I wish to register for the conference 

O I also intend to present a paper: ) oral presentation 

3 poster presentation 

Surname 

First Name 

Title 

Affiliation 

Address 

City 

Postal Code Country 

Tel. Fax 

E-mail 
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You are cordially invited to participate in the 
5th International Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH (PSILPH) 

to be held in South Africa, 12 -16 March 2001 

VENUE: Alpine Heath Resort and Conference Village (www. suitehotels.co.za) situated in the Drak-
ensberg in the KwaZulu-Natal Province. Alpine Heath is in a rural area characterised by acid soils. 

DATE: 12- 16 March 2001 

BACKGROUND: Soil acidity, in most parts of the world, is a major constraint to sustainable food and 
fibre production and to the sustainable management of the natural resource base. The International 
Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH. scheduled at 3 year intervals by the International 
Steering Committee, was initiated in 1987 by plant and soil scientists who realised that a multidisci-
plinary approach is fundamental to solving the problem of crop production on acid soils. The 1st Sym­
posium held in Canada was followed by events in the USA (1990). Australia ( 1993) and Brazil (1996). 
The objectives of these Symposia are to share recent research results and applications in practice, to 
debate research theories and strategies, to network, to stimulate needs-driven research and technology 
development, and to critically analyse research successes and failures. 
Since its inception in 1987. the Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH Symposium has become such a pres­
tigious international event of high scientific standing that the number of participants had to be restrict­
ed to a maximum of 3(X) to ensure meaningful interaction. This International Steering Committee tra­
dition will be honoured by the South African Organising Committee. You are therefore encouraged to 
register immediately if disappointment is to be avoided. 

NOTICE OF INTENT: Please complete the form attached and return to the Organising Committee 
as soon as possible, but no later than end February 2000. 

LANGUAGE MEDIUM: English 

SYMPOSIUM THEME: INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT AND USE OF ACID SOILS FOR SUS­
TAINABLE PRODUCTION. The following sessions are envisaged 
- Global extent, development and economic impact of acid soils 
- Effect of excessive soil acidity on the natural resources, agriculture and forestry 
- Nutrient use efficiency in acid soils 
- Microbial and faunal activity in acid soils 
- Diagnosis and amelioration of surface and subsoil acidity 
- Plant tolerance and adaptation to soil acidity 
- Sustainable farming and forestry systems to prevent soil acidification 
Each session will be introduced by one or more keynote speakers, followed by selected volunteer 
papers, and structured discussions. 

A mid-week field visit to long-term crop production experiments on acid soils simultaneously com­
paring different tillage practices, and to conservation practices used in commercial, developing and 
communal farming will illustrate attempts to establish the sustainable management of acid soils 

SYMPOSIUM PROCEEDINGS: Papers will be peer reviewed and edited by an editorial commit­
tee. Subject to acceptance by a review panel, manuscripts will be published in a Proceedings. 

CALL FOR PAPERS AND CALENDER: Submit to the Organising Committee 
Proposed titles and concise, descriptive summaries of papers - 30 March 20(H) 
Abstracts of papers accepted - 30 June 2000 
Final manuscript - 30 November 2000 
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GUIDELINES TO AUTHORS will be distributed in May 2000 to those whose papers were accept­
ed. 

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT will be sent only to those who respond to this 1 st Announcement the 
end February 2000 

PRE- AND POST-SYMPOSIUM TOURS AND A COMPANION PROGRAMME to be 
announced in the 2nd NOTICE 

SUMMARY OF DATES FOR SUBMISSIONS 
- Notice of intent End February 2000 
- Descriptive summaries of papers 30 March 2000 
- Abstracts of papers accepted 30 June 2000 
- Final manuscript 30 November 2000 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE CORE GROUP : Mara de Villiers (Convener), Dr Mart Farina 
(International Steering Committee Member) and Keith Taylor (National Department of Agriculture, 
who hosts the Symposium). 

CONTACT PARTICULARS ORGANISING COMMITTEE, 5th PSILPH 
Private Bag X79 Tel. + 27 12 310 2634 
Pretoria 0001 Fax + 27 12 323 1157 
South Africa e-mail mara@igkw2.agric.za 

NOTICE OF INTENT 

To : Mara de Villiers 

Private Bag X79 

Pretoria (MM) 1 

South Africa 

5th PLANT-SOIL INTERACTIONS AT LOW pH SYMPOSIUM 2IMI1 

Name: Title: . . . . 

Address: 

Country: 

Telephone: Fax: E-mail: 

H Intend to attend the Symposium 

G Intend to present a volunteer paper. My preferred form of presentation 

D Oral presentation D Poster D Either 

Preferred session: 

Provisional title of paper: 

D Will be accompanied by D guest(s) 

D Would like to receive information on the Pre- and/or Post-Symposium tours 

Fax+ 27 12 323 1157 

e-mail mara(g'igkw2.a 
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INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEETING ON MICROPEDOLOGY 
Gent, July 9-13.2001 

organised by the 
International Training Centre for Post-Graduate Soil Scientists (ITC) and 

Ghent University, Belgium 

Call for papers 
Both oral and poster presentations are welcome. The official language of the meeting will be English; 
posters will also be accepted in French. German and Spanish. 

Proposed topics 
1. Advances in methods and techniques 
1.1. Preparation techniques 1.3. Micromorphometry 
1.2. Observation techniques 1.4. Data recording and terminology 
2. Soil micromorphology applied to: 
2.1. Soil and regolith genesis 2.5. Sedimentology 
2.2. Weathering and alteration 2.6. Agronomy 
2.3. Palaeopedology 2.7. Environmental studies 
2.4. Archaeology 
Depending on the interests of the persons responding to the first circular, topics may be added or broad­
ened and the organisation of special symposia can be considered. 

Accommodation 
Accommodation, from student rooms on the campus to four star hotels, is available at walking distance 
(less than 15 minutes) from the Geological Institute. As the campus can easily be reached by public 
transport from the historical part of the town, some participants may prefer to stay in a hotel in the town 
centre. 
The prices range from 75 to 150 Euro per night in the centre and from 40 to 75 Euro in the area closer 
to the Institute. A student room will cost about 15 Euro. More information can be found on the web­
site: http://www.gent.be/gent/english/index.htm . 

Registration fee 
1. Participants maximum 100 Euro 
2. ITC-alumni maximum 75 Euro 
3. Students maximum 50 Euro 
4. Accompanying persons 20 Euro 
Prices for 1-3 include participation in the formal sessions and the symposia, abstracts of oral and 
poster presentations, coffee breaks, social events and the mid-conference excursion. 
The price for accompanying persons includes social events and the mid-conference excursion. If suf­
ficient interest is shown, a partners program could be organised (not included in the fee). 

Deadlines 
Preliminary registration: 1«' October 20(H) 
Final registration, submission of abstract and payment: Is' February 2001 
Extended abstracts: 1*' April 2001 
The second circular will be mailed in November 2000 to the persons who responded to the prelimi­
nary registration form. All the correspondence about the meeting will by preference be done by 

Updated information and registration forms can be found at the ITC website: 
http://allsers.rug.ac.be/--amtanghe/PLRprog.html. 
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As in the past, the course "Concepts of Micropedology" <G. Stoops), which is part of the curriculum 
of the post-graduate program "Physical Land Resources ". will be open to outside students and oth­
ers. This year it will again be organised as an intensive course, from 27/03/2000 to 07/04/2000, 
from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m..Information: Prof. Dr. G. Stoops: eeorees.stoops@rug.ac.he 

Preliminary registration form 

INTERNATIONAL WORKING MEETING ON SOIL MICROPEDOLOGY 
JULY 9-13,2001 

organised by 
ITC - GHENT UNIVERSITY. BELGIUM 

Name (Prof./Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.) 

First name 

Affiliation 

Address 

Tel: Fax: 

e-mail: 

I'm a student (proof to be presented at registration) 

Accommodation: Student home L_ Hotel near Institute CI Hotel town centre 

N" accompanying persons: 

I intend to present the following communication(s): 

1. Title: 

Presentation: oral D or poster D 

Topic: (see proposed topics) 

2. Title: 

Presentation: oral or poster D 

Topic: Î (see proposed topics) 

Mail or fax this form to: 

Prof. Dr. G. Sloops 

ITC. Ghent University 

Krijgslaan 281, S.S. B 9000 Gent, Belgium 

email: iwmm@rug.ac.be Fax: +32-9/264 49 84 

Reception of registration forms will be acknowledged by email. 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
FUNCTIONS OF SOILS IN THE GEOSPHERE-BIOSPHERE SYSTEMS 

Moscow, Russia, August 26-29, 2001 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT 

Organizers: IUSS. Com. V and VIII: Dokuchaev Soil Science Society; Russian Academy of 
Sciences: Moscow State University, Faculty of Soil Science 

Theme: The problem of interaction between soils and other natural systems has been mostly inter­
preted by soil scientists all over the world in the context of the influence of biota, hydrosphere and 
lithosphère on soils. This influence is being usually investigated as the basic factor of soil genesis, evo­
lution, diversity and functioning at global, regional and local scales. However, the response impacts of 
soil on other natural systems, perceived as the geosphere—biosphere functions of soil, were paid much 
less attention to. Meanwhile, these very functions are responsible for the great environmental impor­
tance of the soil mantle of the globe for maintaining the sustainable development of the biosphere and 
the commonwealth of people. 

In the last decade, both the basic and applied branches of many Earth and Life sciences (geology, biol­
ogy, ecology, geography, etc.) are facing the problems of the influence of soils and soil mantle on the 
atmosphere (global warming and soil gases emission), hydrosphere (contamination and remediation of 
fresh water), biosphere (importance of soil in maintaining the biodiversity and bioproductivity). and 
lithosphère (erosion control and conservation of soils and landscapes, generation of the terrestrial fine 
earth and accumulation of sediments). The present-day global process of soil degradation is exponen­
tially reducing the reproduction of the life diversity on Earth and threatens the sustainable functioning 
of the biosphere. 
In 19K0-1990s, fundamental pioneer studies within the framework of the above-mentioned problems 
were carried out in Russia, and a new scientific research area »Structure-functional role of soils in 
ecosystems and biosphere« developed. Therefore, the Dokuchaev Soil Science Society of Russia is 
planning to organize this Symposium which will enable the soil scientists of the world and Russia to 
share their ideas and data concerning this problem, and to coordinate the prospects of future investi­
gations. 

Main topics: 
I. SOIL FUNCTIONING IN ECOSYSTEMS 
1 .Biogeochemical cycles in natural and managed ecosystems. 
2. Soil influence on biotic and ecosystem processes. 

3. Soil functioning and biodiversity. 
II. SOIL-ATMOSPHERE RELATIONSHIPS 

1. Soil as a source of C02. CH4, N20. 
2. Heat and moisture exchange in the soil-atmosphere system. 
3. Solid particles in the atmosphere: sources, fluxes and precipitation. 

III. SOIL INFLUENCE ON THE HYDROLOGICAL AND HYDROCHEMICAL CYCLES 
1. Regulation of hydrological cycle by soils 
2. Role of soils and regoliths in formation of the water composition and quality 
3. Soil as the buffer and filter for pollutants 

IV. SOIL FUNCTIONS IN THE LITHOSPHERE 
1. Soils and weathering mantle as generators of disperse materials in the lithosphère 
2. Interactions of soil and geomorphic systems: natural and human-induced aspects 
3. Role of soils in denudation and sedimentation processes. 

V. SOIL AS A RECORD OF GEOSPHERE-BIOSPHERE INTERACTIONS 
1. Recent and inherited features in soils. 
2. Soil recording capacity and types of soil memory. 
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